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Welcome	back! 
Now that I have everyone’s ATTN again;  This year saw the CWRT of      
Ge ysburg move to a new mee ng loca on at the ACHS Ba lefield Overlook 
Event Center.  The Grand 160th Anniversary of the Ba le of Ge ysburg    
commenced while the s ll closed LRT con nues to have its accessibility   im-
proved by the NPS.  The closure of South Confederate Ave s ll hinders tours 
for the LBGs.  There was much FOMO regarding the Commemora on and 
Rededica on of the Na onal Cemetery.  Thankfully it was a success a er 
much nail-bi ng when a possible government shutdown loomed right up the 
week of the events.  O.M.G!  Such a drama c year.  I know, there are a lot of 
acronyms in this paragraph.  I will get to the point ASAP.  A er hearing from 
our Holiday Banquet speaker, Jill Ogline Titus, we know Ge ysburg has    
always been chock full of them e.g. GBMA, GBPA, PGCC, ACCWCC.  The 
evening’s topic was A Grand Patrio c Spectacle: The Ba le of Ge ysburg at 
100.  A very serious book indeed that Jill was able to successfully speak to 
a er a full buffet at the Dobbin House on December 6th. 

Don’t forget to renew your membership so you get an invite next year. 

This annual event is made more fun with deligh ul raffle dona ons by 
our local supporters.  An extra Thanks to those who gave and those 
who collected these gi s. 

Members: Dave Willman, Linda Joswick, Therese Orr Chair of Book 
Commi ee, Terry Holohan, Ted Hirt, Lynn Heller, Roger Heller, Deb 
Novotny. 

Businesses: Studio Elysian, La Bella Italia, King James Gallery,  Union 
Drummer Boy, For the Historian, Lord Nelson Gallery, Regimental 
Quartermaster, Ge ysburg Emporium, Jeweler’s Daughter.  

Con nue to page 8  & 9 for more photos.   
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President’s Letter 

Welcome to the 2nd Edi on of The Signal Sta on!  The response to the inaugural newsle er was         
uniformly posi ve and Jaimee Umsta d s ll seems game for the project.  I’m seeing on Facebook that 
Jaimee just won an Ugly Christmas Sweater contest.  Our editor is the personifica on of enthusiasm and 
we are fortunate to have her in charge of this publica on.  As this is being sent electronically, I invite you 
to forward to others who you think might be interested. 
 I’m wri ng on Saturday the 9th of December a er a morning of research at the Adams County   
Historical Society.  County Historian Tim Smith was telling me he’d heard great things about our Holiday 
Banquet.  I was embarrassed to admit I’d missed it.  As several have inquired about my absence,              
expressing concern it might have something to do with my health issues from earlier in the year, I should 
perhaps explain: I am easily confused about dates.  By the me I realized we’d set the banquet for          
December 6, I’d purchased Broadway show ckets for that evening and the 7th.  This was fortuitous:  On 
Monday of that week, my surgeon had cleared me of all hiatal hernia diet restric ons, so I was able to   
celebrate with a plate of steak frites on West 44th Street.  Anyway, I knew the show at the Dobbin House 
would go on just fine without me.  The annual banquet is produced by Lynn Heller, who can be counted 
on for a Tony-worthy event.  With superstar vice-president Michele Hessler holding the baton, the               
orchestra on would go smoothly.  Furthermore, I’d read and admired keynote speaker Jill Ogline Titus’ 
“Ge ysburg 1963,” and was en rely confident about the content por on.   Nonetheless, it has been    
gra fying to hear such wonderful feedback.  The Round Table is a team effort and every word of             
encouragement, every renewal of membership, every invita on to a friend or neighbor to try us out is 
greatly appreciated.   
 Our new year of programming begins on January 25—a 4th Thursday, of course—7:00 p.m. at the 
Adams County Historical Center.   Our first speaker of 2024 will be rising star Codie Eash, who many of us 
know from the Seminary Ridge Museum. Codie will be bringing a program on “The Summer of 1869:  
Ge ysburg’s First Blue-Gray Reunion.”  I did not know there was a Blue-Gray Reunion in 1869 and will be 
greatly interested in what he has to say.  On February 22, a er nearly five years of leading our mee ngs, 
I get my first turn as the main event, presen ng, “In Defense of O.O. Howard.”   This is kind of cool: I’ve 
already been invited to take O.O. on the road!  The Pipe Creek Round Table has me scheduled for their 
April program.  Of course, if any of the Pipe Creek folks are watching our February livestream 
(cwrtge ysburg.org), they may rescind the invita on, but I like to think I have a strong case to make and 
plan to make it passionately.  Then on March 28, Alan Thompson will be 
with us, speaking to his book on Longstreet’s countermarch, “In The 
Shadow Of The Round Tops.”  I have a par cular iden fica on with 
Thompson’s book, as it has Longstreet, McLaws, Kershaw et. al.        
countermarching through my neighborhood.   A complete list of our 
2024 programming can be found on our website:  cwrtge ysburg.org. 
Thanks for reading.  And please take every opportunity to show          
apprecia on to Jaimee for her work.  Let’s get the new year off to a 
great start with an excellent turnout for Codie’s presenta on.   
 
 
- Bruce Davis 



Signals from Li le Round Top, A pain ng by Don S vers 

Why ‘The Signal Station’ name for the newsletter? 

Have you ever been on the battlefield or in the borough and 
felt like you were being watched?  Many visitors have mistaken 
this feeling as a ghostly encounter however, to the scholarly, 
they know the rolling hills, historic cupolas and town rooftops 
in and around Gettysburg are excellent vantage points.  U.S. 
Signal Service was organized in 1860 and by March 1863 it was 
officially established as The U.S. Signal Corps.  Gettysburg itself 
had signal stations in town on the Seminary Cupola, up on the 
Fahnestock Bros. rooftop, Power’s Hill, Culp’s Hill and famous-
ly, Little Round Top during the campaign.  In 1863 the Signal 
Corps enjoyed superior information collection from the natural 
heights in and around the area.  Sightseers today can enjoy 
incredible views from metal towers constructed  throughout 
the park in the early 20th century and although we no longer 
Wig-Wag messages we can wave to our friends & family below.   

Our Roundtable members come together each month to look 
through the binoculars of the past.  We turn the dials to focus 
on specific sights of the war.  Our presenters are generous, 
gifted individuals who share our fascination of this era.  We 
look through the spyglass and bring the vision of our collective 
past up to meet our eyes in the present.  The people we never 
had a chance to meet, the sights and smells of the time are 
almost tangible thanks to our members sharing their 
knowledge each time we meet. 

This is a newsletter for all of us.  Please share your stories. I’m 
looking for highlights on books, battle stories, civilian stories, 
artifact show & tells and more.  These do not have to be       
Gettysburg related.  Afterall, we are a Civil War Roundtable of 
Gettysburg not exclusively for Gettysburg.  If you have some-
thing that interests you, chances are it will also interest us.  
You can email submissions for The Signal Station directly to 
gettysburgcwrtnewsletter@gmail.com  .                                  
May this newsletter also be a flare out to the those who are 
interested. Forward the quarterly email on to friends, direct 
them to the link on our webpage www.cwrtgettysburg.org .  
Thank you again for the warm reception on the first issue.                
                     Together we can only make it better. 

 
 
 
On the last day of The Great Gettysburg Reunion of 1913,  
thousands of visitors boarded trains and got into their          
automobiles to head home. About one hundred veterans 
stayed behind. They were members of the now well              
established Signal Corps. There were two Signal Stations set 
up; One on Little Round Top; The other on Seminary Ridge.  
These men, who were a combination of Confederate and    
United States Veterans, proceeded to send messages across 
the fields using their signal flags just as they had done 50 years 
before. The final line that wig-wagged across the fields that 
afternoon: 

“North, South, East and West, hand clasped in hand, United, 
we the children stand.”  

   

 

 

“I have taken occasion to no ce the prac cal working of the Signal Corps, U.S. 
Army, in the field, and regard it as a valuable auxiliary to an army. With the aid of 
their powerful glasses, ac ng as both scouts and observers, the officers who have 
acted with me have rendered invaluable service when no other means could have 

availed. I regard their permanent organiza on as a ma er of first importance.”  
John Buford November 20, 1863 



Above:  November 16, 2023: Janet McCabe, 
aspiring Licensed Ba lefield Guide, graced us with 
a fantas c talk about Rufus Weaver.  Everyone 
le  that mee ng knowing something new about 
Samuel Weaver’s altruis c progeny. 

Right:  October 26,  2023:  Dennis Doyle 
spoke with the Roundtable about Illinois 
Regiments at Ge ysburg.  It was a full 
house. 

Fall	Meetings 

Photo courtesy of Lynn Light-Heller 
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Above: September 28, 2023:  
Bradley Go ried spoke about his 
latest book, a fascina ng 
comparison of the An etam and 
Ge ysburg Campaigns.  Many 
friendly faces showed up that night.  

Photo courtesy of Jaimee Umsta d 
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Above:  November 16, 2023: 
Therese Orr handing the Award 
to author Sco  L. Mingus. 



Timothy B. Smith, professor of history at the University of 
Tennessee at Mar n, has wri en an excellent book on the 
opening ac ons in the Vicksburg Campaign. With Early 
Struggles for Vicksburg, Smith adds to his planned five volumes 
on the “rethinking of the meline of Vicksburg” (Smith 2022, xv) 
and updates the seminal works on the campaign with New 
Military History material (Smith 2022, xvii). This fits with his 
proposi on that the ini al Vicksburg ac ons, the Mississippi 
Central Campaign, and the Ba le of Chickasaw Bayou, are 
strategically linked together and fill a gap in the literature 
related to the start of the overall Vicksburg Campaign (Smith 
2022, xvii).  Smith goes on to state that the Vicksburg Campaign 
should be understood and analyzed in five chronological 
phases: 1) early ac ons in 1862, 2) the bayou ba les fought to 
break through to Vicksburg in early 1863, 3) the ba les fought 
in central Mississippi moving west towards Vicksburg, 4) two 
separate Union a acks against Vicksburg, and 5) the final siege 
isola ng Vicksburg (Smith 2022, xv). Early Struggles for 
Vicksburg is the fourth of five major works Smith has wri en, 
moving him into the company of leading historians about the 
Vicksburg Campaign. In addi on to Early Struggles for Vicksburg 
(released in 2022) to address Phase 1, Smith has wri en Bayou 
Ba les for Vicksburg (to be released in 2023) to address Phase 
2, The Siege of Vicksburg (released in 2021) to address Phase 5, 
and The Union Assaults at Vicksburg (released in 2020) to ad-
dress Phase 4. Smith acknowledges the monumental three-
volume work of Edwin Bearss (Smith 2022, xvii) and the Blue & 
Gray magazine feature ar cles by two of the Na onal Park Ser-
vice’s best historians, Terrance J. Winschel and Thomas E. Par-
son (Smith 2022, xvi) but does not seek to overshadow them 
with his own work on Vicksburg. Smith recognizes the advent of 
the New Military History shi  in historiography (Smith 2022, 
xvii), where historians now address social, poli cal, and eco-
nomic aspects of the soldier’s lives, the effects of the war on 
the freedmen and the poli cs of the administra on in control of 
the government. He also points out that these founda onal 
wri ngs are now close to forty years old (Smith 2022, xvii), and 
his objec ve is to embellish them with these new topics.    
Smith is very effective in doing this. He accomplishes this em-
bellishment by including significant numbers of manuscript 
sources, letters, and soldiers' diaries to his already generous 
research of traditional primary and secondary sources. He inte-
grates this material by quoting soldiers who are recalling their 
experience of combat or their experience of riding a steamboat 
down the mighty Mississippi River in the middle of the night. 
Smith covers a wide range of soldier experience by deriving 
inputs from over 460 manuscript collec ons in 85 libraries and 
historical socie es in his research, and all are included in his 
lengthy bibliography. 
Smith has accomplished his objec ve of applying the New Mili-
tary History agenda to the wri ng and understanding of the 
Vicksburg campaign with Early Struggles for Vicksburg. He has 
used his excellent research to produce a detailed treatment of 

the Mississippi Central Campaign and its strategic connec on to 
the Ba le of Chickasaw Bayou, all described with a wri ng style 
that is very interes ng, smooth, and extremely readable. 
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Member Book Review by Randal Livingston 
Early	Struggles	for	Vicksburg:	The	Mississippi	Central	Campaign	and	Chickasaw	Bayou	by	
Timothy	B.	Smith 

Heller 



“There may have been a me when preserva on was about saving an old building here and 
there, but those days are gone. Preserva on is in the business of saving communi es and the 
values they embody. ” — Richard Moe 

Last Quarter we donated 
to The Lincoln Cemetery 
and we were able to see 
Preserva on in Ac on in 
early October.  Orange 
flags blossomed from the 
hallowed grounds of the 
Goodwill Cemetery      
signifying unseen graves 
discovered by the ground 
penetra ng radar.  Jean 
Green said one of the big-
gest surprises was to find 
burials in unexpected 
places, such as in front of 
the rostrum.   

I don’t think we’ve said enough about our latest preserva on gi .  Preserva on has been a big part of the Round Table      
mission but was necessarily on the back burner during the covid passage.  With a recent accumula on of funds, the Round 
Table Board discussed what might be our next project.   Among several worthy possibili es, Secretary Veronica Brestensky 
li ed up the Lincoln Cemetery Project Associa on, drawing immediate interest and unanimous support.  Jean Green, who is 
on the Board of the Adams County Historical Society and is leading the Cemetery Associa on gave our Board members a tour 
of the grounds and then came to our monthly mee ng of October 26 to express apprecia on and accept a check for $1,000.   

While many of you will be familiar with Lincoln Cemetery, for those who are not, here’s what’s posted on a Pennsylvania   
Historical and Museum Commission Historical Marker: “Established in 1867 by the Sons of Goodwill for the proper burial of 
Ge ysburg’s African American ci zens and Civil War veterans.  Some thirty members of the US Colored Troops are buried 
here, having been denied burial in the Na onal Cemetery because of segrega on policies.  Also here are many of the town’s 
earliest black residents, reinterred when the town’s ‘Colored Cemetery’ was cleared in 1906 to provide space for new      
houses.”  Another plaque inside the fence line further explains “The Sons of Goodwill” was “A Society of Black Men For The 
Burial Of Colored Ci zens Of Ge ysburg.”   

If anything, our support of Lincoln Cemetery is more gra fying to me now than when we first made the decision.  Some of 
you know I’ve been licensed as a Ge ysburg Town Guide.  In preparing for a Black History Tour, I’ve become fascinated by the 
stories of persons who now reside in the historic burial ground, including Basil Biggs, Margaret Palm, Owen Robinson, Lloyd 
Francis Asbury Wa s and many others. If the names are not familiar to you, short biographies can be easily accessed on the 
web.  I’m remembering a wonderful program by Licensed Ba lefield Guide Richard Goedkoop on the Culp’s Hill monuments, 
“What Mean These Stones?”  I’ve come to realize that the stones at Lincoln Cemetery carry evoca ve meaning as well and 
am proud that the Civil War Round Table of Ge ysburg can help preserve the memory. 

            - Bruce Davis  

Left: Jean accepting the Gift at 
the October Meeting 

Right:  Orange Flags seen on 
Lincoln Cemetery grounds on 
October 24th, 2023. 

Photo courtesy of Jaimee Umsta d Photo courtesy of Lynn Light-Heller 

Preservation	Fund 



 

  Brenda Ri enputsch spoke on behalf of the Book Commi ee at the September mee ng   
announced this year’s winner of The first ever Bachelder-Coddington Dis nquished Book 
Award of the Civil War Round Table of Ge ysburg.  Of the seven nominees the winner is…  

If We Are Striking for Pennsylvania, Volume 1 - Sco  Mingus and Eric Wi enberg. 

  The book has had rave reviews from esteemed historians, James Hessler, Jeffrey Hunt,  Cory 
Pfarr, Joseph Owen, Dave Powell, etc. See the descrip on below to confirm why this needs a 
place in your Civil War library.   

— About the book from publisher Savas Bea e 

Sco  L. Mingus Sr. and Eric J. Wi enberg, the authors of more than forty Civil War books, have 
once again teamed up to present a history of the opening moves of the Ge ysburg Campaign 
in the two-volume study “If We Are Striking for Pennsylvania”: The Army of Northern Virginia 
and the Army of the Potomac March to Ge ysburg. This compelling study is one of the first to 
integrate the military, media, poli cal, social, economic, and civilian perspec ves with rank-
and-file accounts from the soldiers of both armies as they inexorably march toward their    
des ny at Ge ysburg. This first installment covers June 3–21, 1863, while the second,        
spanning June 22–30, completes the march and carries the armies to the eve of the figh ng.   

In November, Therese Orr, the Chair of the Award Commi ee came up to the podium to    
present the physical award to Sco  Mingus.  She proudly announced this was the first me 
she had ever been available to deliver the award personally.  Sco  graciously accepted the 
award saying,  
“Thank you, this project started about 10 years ago when J. David Petruzzi a good friend of 
mine, contacted me and said, you want to do a Ge ysburg Campaign Day by Day book, and I 
said, Sure, I’d be happy to do that.  So, I started working on it and working on it and working 
on it.  Jay David parted ways with the project.  I ended up taking it on myself.  A few years ago 

I brought Eric on as the partner to make the thing happen. So, we’re grateful.”  The book’s co-author Eric Wi enburg was not in 
a endance due to a “significant health crisis”.  However, Eric sent a wri en statement in 
with Sco  to be read in his absence.  Eric’s note read; 
“I regret a significant health problem has kept me from being there in person evening. Please 
know that I am with you in spirit and all of the messages of support you sent have been    
received and have given me the strength to face this health crisis. The good news is that I 
should make a full 100% recovery. Thank you for recognizing the work that Sco  and I did on 
‘If we are striking for Pennsylvania’.  When Sco  invited me to assist him on comple ng this 
magnificent project I jumped at the opportunity.  Helping to tell this epic saga is one of the 
great accomplishments of my life and one for which I am very proud. Many thanks to Sco  
for including me on this project.  We set out to accomplish something on a vast scale and we 
accomplished what we set out to achieve and that is telling the story from the military,     
civilian, poli cal, and even interna onal perspec ves.  Weaving all that together in what a 
collab narra ve was a great challenge I am proud of what we have done together in doing so. 
It’s not my first Bachelder Coddington Award, I am grateful for you recognizing the work 
Sco  and I did on this project. Thank you, I look forward to seeing you all in person very 
soon.”  
  
Keep your eye out for Volume 2  "If We Are Striking for Pennsylvania": 
The Army of Northern Virginia and the Army of the Potomac March to 
Ge ysburg Volume 2: June 22-30, 1863 

   

Now	presenting…	The	Bachelder-Coddington	Distinguished	Book	
Award	of	the	Civil	War	Round	Table	of	Gettysburg. 
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Holiday Banquet December 6, 2023 
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Our humble town boasts opportuni es to listen and learn 
year round, so celebrate Ge ysburg and join us at these 
Upcoming Events with our Community partners.  

January 6 through March 3, Saturdays and Sundays:  Ge ysburg Na onal Military Park 
presents The Winter Lecture Series.  Featuring NPS rangers, historians, and authors from 
across the country, the nine-week Winter Lecture Series returns to the Ge ysburg    
Na onal Military Park Museum and Visitor Center.  Visit the NPS website for more    
details. www.nps.gov/ge / 

January 11th, 7 p.m. Join Professor Edward Gray at the Adams County Historical Society  
as he discusses his new book, Mason-Dixon: Crucible of the Na on, the first complete 
history of the Mason-Dixon Line wri en in over a century. Tickets are free for ACHS 
members and $10/general admission.  

January 13th 9 a.m. — 11 a.m. Sensory Friendly Day at the NPS Museum, Cyclorama 
and Visitor Center.   Free admission at this me to Explore the film, cyclorama and mu-
seum in a calmer and quieter way during the morning hours. Special hands-on ac vi es, 
and relaxa on book sta on for kids. 
 
January 19th, February 16th, March 15th, Seminary Ridge Museum and Educa on   
Center offers History Happy Hour (Zoom) 6:30 p.m. A different speaker each me.     
Limited to 100 viewers so reserve your spot today on the Events page of their website.  
www.seminaryridgemuseum.org 
 
February 17th 10 a.m.— 4 p.m. FREE Day at The Na onal Civil War Museum 1 Lincoln 
Circle at Reservoir Park, Harrisburg,  Join us for our February Free Day on Saturday. En-
joy living historians, games, presenta ons, and much more. 

February 24th 8a.m.— 5 p.m. Our Annual Symposium returns to the Seminary Ridge 
Museum! Join us for the culmina on of our exci ng trilogy with The Ba le of Ge ysburg 
Podcast.   Registra on to open in January.   

March 9th, 6 p.m. —8:30 p.m. President's Third Annual March of the Iron Brigade Din-
ner.  Dinner and a talk at the Dobbin House.  See the Seminary Ridge Museum website 
for more informa on and registra on.   

March 14th, Thursday Land Conservancy of Adams County 28th Annual Mee ng this 
year at the Adams County Historical Society.  

April 25th - 28th American Ba lefield Trust Annual Conference is in Ge ysburg this 
year.  Keep an eye on their Website. More details to come.  www.Ba lefields.org 

June 7th—12th Ge ysburg College – Civil War Ins tute Summer Conference registra on  
is open. h ps://www.ge ysburg.edu/civil-war-ins tute/ 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Upcoming Speakers 

January 25 
Codie Eash 

The Summer of 1869: 
Gettysburg's First Blue-Gray 

Reunion 
 

February 22 
Bruce Davis 

Defending General O. O. How-
ard 

 
March 28 

Allen Thompson 
In the Shadow of the Round 

Tops 
 

April 25 
Stephen Evangelista 

Brown's Rhode Island Battery 
 

May 23 
Lisa Samia 

The Nameless & Faceless of the 
Civil War in Poetry 

 
June 8 (Saturday 
 9:30 am to noon) 
Fred Hawthorne 

Places Every Guide Should 
Know: Hancock Avenue Edition 

 
June 27 (Rain date June 28) 

Jasan Hileman 
Red Carroll's Brigade 

 
July 25 (Rain date July29) 

Larry Korcyzk 
The Wheatfield — Part 2 

 
August 22 (Rain date August 

26) 
Ralph Seigel 

11th Corps Program TBA 
 

September 26 
Derek Maxfield 

General William T. Sherman's 
Civil War 

 
October 24 

Jeff Harding 
How Weather Effected the Civil 

War 
 

November 21 
John Heiser 

The George Rose Farm of Get-
tysburg 

 
December 5 - Holiday Banquet 

Charles Fennell 
Culp's Hill "Rediscovered" 

Our	meetings	are	the	Fourth	Thursday	of	each	month. 

We meet at ACHS Battle ield Overlook Events Center, 625 Biglerville Road,  
Gettysburg, PA. The doors open at 6:30 pm. Meeting starts at 7:00 pm. 

Business Cards Have Been Made! 

Keep an eye out. You just might see one 
in the wild. 


